
Ballades
forKoto

By Minoru Miki

Arranged for Marimba Solo
By Brian Zator



Contents
Program Notes
Biographies

Little Overture
Around My Country
Scarecrows
Migrating Birds
Lullaby for My Doll
Dancing Girls in Sanur
To the South
!e Longing
A Young Sprout
Skylark

3
4

5
7
10
13
15
17
20
22
26
29



Program Notes
While studying in Japan, I attended a Pro Musica Nipponia concert. !is ensemble, 
founded by Minoru Miki, unites traditional Japanese instruments with contemporary 
music and one of the "rst pieces on their concert was a koto ensemble. !is was the 
"rst time I had ever heard this instrument live and when I listened, I imagined that 
music being played on marimba. When I later met Minoru Miki to talk about his 

marimba compositions, I also asked him about his works for koto and my interest in 
arranging them for the marimba. He graciously approved and suggested his Ballades 

for Koto Solo compositions.   
 

I then met with Akemi Yamada, the principal koto player with Pro Musica Nipponia. 
Ms. Yamada has recorded all four volumes of Miki's Ballades and was very willing to 

help me understand more about koto. She demonstrated various movements of 
these works and explained the intricate markings and notations of koto music as 
well as the di#erent playing techniques for the koto. !rough this demonstration 
and my own experimentations on the marimba, I have tried to emulate the bends 

and slides of the koto through di#erent playing areas and grace notes on the marimba. 
 

!e various glisses, grace notes and embellishments are meant to emulate the unique 
sounds created in the original koto works. Miki has heard my koto arrangements 

and has given his approval for their publication and performance.

Recordings of the original work can be found on: 
 

Nami Record WWCC-7307 & 7308 – !is is a 2-CD Set 
Minoru Miki "Ballades for Koto Solo" (all 20 pieces) 

Akemi Yamada, Koto Soloist
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Dr. Brian Zator is a Professor of Music and Director of Percussion at Texas 
A&M University-Commerce, having joined the faculty in 2001. He holds degrees from Baylor 
University, the University of Michigan, the University of North Texas, and a former student of 
Keiko Abe, having performed and studied with her in Japan. 
 
Dr. Zator has taught and performed on "ve continents, including conventions and festivals 
across the United States, at Carnegie Hall, Japan, China, Australia, Brazil, Argentina, Luxem-
bourg, Switzerland, and Canada. He has two CD’s released on Equilibrium Records: “Zamiki: 
Music for Solo Marimba” and a chamber-works CD entitled, “Zoomorphs”. Dr. Zator was also 
named a 2021 Co-Winner for !e American Prize in Instrumental Performance. 
 
In 2009, he was a guest artist at Minoru Miki’s Hokuto International Music Festival where he 
performed two movements of the marimba arrangements found in this collection. Recordings of 
“!e Young Sprout” and “Skylark”, as well as Miki’s infamous marimba solo, “Time for Marimba”, 
can be found on Dr. Zator’s solo marimba CD. 
 
Active within PAS, he is a Past-President, was a member of the Keyboard and Percussion 
Ensemble Committees, has written reviews for Percussive Notes, and has adjudicated multiple 
PAS Competitions. He is a performing artist and clinician for Innovative Percussion, Sabian, 
Evans, Black Swamp, Ensemble Block, and Stryvemind.

Minoru Miki (March 16, 1930 - December 8, 2011) was born in Tokushima, 
Japan in 1930 and graduated from Tokyo National University of Music as a composition major. 
Miki’s largest lifework is “Minoru Miki, nine opera series along 1600 years of Japanese histor y” 
including An Actor’s Revenge, Joruri, !e Tale of Genji, Wakahime, all of which have English 
versions. Miki's international repertor y includes other compositions for orchestra such as 
Symphony "om Life, Marimba Concerto, Beijing Requiem, Z Concerto, Mai (a full-length ballet 
music From the Land of Light), as well as chamber works such as String Quartet, Piano Trio, 
Autumn Fantasy, and East Ark.

Miki is one of the most famous composers in the international percussion society by his 
marimba-percussion works Time for Marimba, Marimba Spiritual, and other concerto pieces. 
Marimba Spiritual has been played thousands of times in Europe and the US, and has also been 
produced on hundreds of CDs. 

Miki founded Pro Musica Nipponia, Opera !eatre UTAZA (Miki Opera Company), YUI 
Ensemble, Orchestra Asia, Aura-J, Asia Ensemble and Hokuto International Music Festival. He 
has won many prizes including the National Grand Prize, Giraud Opera Prize, Purple Ribbon 
Metal, 20th Fukuoka Asian Culture Prize (the "rst Japanese winner of its Arts & Culture 
Prize), Tokushima prefectural Honor Award, and more.
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Little Overture
小さな序曲

5

SAMPLE



6

SAMPLE



Around My Country
乡音

7

SAMPLE



8

SAMPLE



9

SAMPLE



Scarecrows
案山子考
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SAMPLE



11

SAMPLE



12

SAMPLE



Migrating Birds
候鸟

13

SAMPLE



14

SAMPLE



Lullaby for My Doll
人形の子守唄
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SAMPLE



16

SAMPLE



Dancing Girls in Sanur
萨努鲁的舞姬
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SAMPLE
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SAMPLE
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SAMPLE



To the South
向南
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SAMPLE
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SAMPLE



The Longing
あこがれ
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SAMPLE
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SAMPLE
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SAMPLE
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SAMPLE



萌芽
A Young Sprout
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SAMPLE
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SAMPLE



28

SAMPLE



Skylark
云雀
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SAMPLE
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SAMPLE
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SAMPLE
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SAMPLE


